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NOTE NEW URL!!!! 

 

Official Newsletter of the National Capital Trackers 

2022, no. 10, issued November 2022 

 

Contents: 

• Club News 

o Next Meeting, Thursday, Nov. 17 

o Usually No December Meeting 

o  

November 11: Veterans Day and More 

Building a Pennsy T1 from Blueprints 

Texas Chief dome car at Kansas City 

The Flying Scotsman Returns, by Ian Mansfield, Transport News 

http://www.nationalcapitaltrackers.org/
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WMSR Debuts Western Maryland-Livery Loco 

Tourist Railroad Restores Former Pennsylvania E8 

 

NCT Club News 

Monthly Membership Meetings are every month on the Third Thursday.  Members 

may attend in person at Green Acres Center in Fairfax or on Zoom. 

December meeting usually NOT HELD. 

 

Upcoming Shows: 

Rockville Lions Club, our longest-running show, Nov. 12-13, Contact George T. 

Manassas Holiday Train Show (the “Candy Factory”), setup Dec. 12, running Dec. 

14-18 

College Park Aviation Museum, setup Dec. 15, running Dec, 16-18, contact 

George T, 

 

November 11: Veterans Day and More 

On Nov. 11 we honor al of America’s veterans and give thanks for their service.  

But did you know that Nov. 11 also marks the anniversary of Route 66, “the 

Mother Road,” AKA “Main Street of America?”  U.S. Route 66 or U.S. Highway 

66 (US 66 or Route 66) was one of the original highways in the United States 

Numbered Highway System. US 66 was established on November 11, 1926, with 

road signs erected the following year.[4] The highway, which became one of the 

most famous roads in the United States, originally ran from Chicago, Illinois, 

through Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona before 

terminating in Santa Monica in Los Angeles County, California, covering a total of 

2,448 miles (3,940 km). 

It was recognized in popular culture by both the 1946 hit song "(Get Your Kicks 

on) Route 66" and the Route 66 television series, which aired on CBS from 1960 to 

1964. It was also featured in the Disney/Pixar feature film franchise Cars. In John 

Steinbeck's novel The Grapes of Wrath (1939), the highway symbolizes escape, 



The Beltline, 2022. No.10         Page 3 

Copyright National Capital Trackers 2022 

 

loss, and the hope of a new beginning; Steinbeck dubbed it the Mother Road AKA 

the Will Rogers Highway and the Main Street of America.  [from Wikipedia} 

 

 

Route 66 at Seligman, AZ (photo by Gil Baldwin) 
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Building a Pennsy T1 from Blueprints, by James Gilboy in The Drive, by way of 

Google News, full story at 

https://www.thedrive.com/news/steam-train-fanatics-are-rebuilding-this-mythical-

speed-record-chaser-from-blueprints 

In November of 1945, the Pennsylvania Railroad rolled out the T1: the first of its 

new class of high-speed steam locomotives. Penned by the same hand that gave us 

the Coke bottle, the T1 was built during the golden age of steam power to sustain 

100 mph in passenger service. Rumor has it, though, that it could—and did—go 

faster, much faster, with some models claiming speeds in excess of 140 mph. 

That'd be a world record if anyone could prove it happened. 

But no one can. The day of the first T1's debut coincided with the delivery of the 

PRR's first diesel locomotives in an omen of what was to come. By the end of the 

1950s, the T1s weren't just retired; all 52 were gone, scrapped to the last unit. 

Neither their status as icons of steam power's last hurrah nor their allegedly record-

breaking top speeds were enough to earn even one the mercy of preservation. 

Today, the T1 lives on in nothing but archived film reels and leaves the question of 

whether United States steam, not Britain's 126-mph A4 Mallard, really deserves 

the title of world's fastest steam locomotive. 

https://www.thedrive.com/news/steam-train-fanatics-are-rebuilding-this-mythical-speed-record-chaser-from-blueprints
https://www.thedrive.com/news/steam-train-fanatics-are-rebuilding-this-mythical-speed-record-chaser-from-blueprints
https://www.thedrive.com/news/this-steam-train-from-1945-just-hauled-50-freight-cars-in-2022
https://www.thedrive.com/news/39378/how-canadians-derailed-a-train-and-drove-it-to-city-hall-for-power-after-a-brutal-ice-storm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiLIS2Sl29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYwFavyERsI
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Historic photo of the T-1 in action 

  



The Beltline, 2022. No.10         Page 6 

Copyright National Capital Trackers 2022 

 

Texas Chief dome car at Kansas City, 1973, photo by Bill Hakkarinen 

 

 

The Flying Scotsman Returns, by Ian Mansfield, Transport News (BBC News), 

via Google News 

To mark both the 170th anniversary of King’s Cross station and the coming 100th 

anniversary of the Flying Scotsman, the world-famous steam train is at King’s 

Cross station all weekend. 
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The Flying Scotsman was built in 1923 as the first locomotive for the newly 

formed LNER (London and North Eastern Railway). Originally simply locomotive 

1472, it gained its name in 1924 when it was selected to appear at the British 

Empire Exhibition in London and named after the daily 10am London to 

Edinburgh rail service. 

The locomotive retired from regular service in 1963 after covering more than 2 

million miles, and passed through a number of private owners until it was bought 

by the National Railway Museum in 2004 for £2.3 million after a major 

fundraising campaign to save it for the nation. 

The locomotive returned to the mainline railway in 2016 following a decade-long 

restoration project and is now a regular provider of heritage train trips for 

passengers, and delight for people who watch it race past on the railway. 

Next year marks the steam engine’s centenary, and a number of events are being 

planned across the country. 

The first, this weekend, is for the locomotive to be at King’s Cross station. 

The Flying Scotsman will sit in light steam on Platform 8 on Saturday 15th and 

Sunday 16th October to allow members of the public the opportunity to admire the 

locomotive. Platform tickets to get up close to the locomotive have all sold out, but 

you can see the steam engine from the end of the platform, or from the 

https://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/flying-scotsman/centenary-programme
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/tickets-alert-stand-next-to-the-flying-scotsman-at-kings-cross-57859/
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/flying-scotsman-kings-cross-03.jpg


The Beltline, 2022. No.10         Page 8 

Copyright National Capital Trackers 2022 

 

neighbouring platforms if you happen to be catching a train while platform 9 is 

empty. 

As usual with railway photography – no flash or tripods, and be mindful that other 

people also want a photo, so take yours and be nice by moving swiftly to one side. 

On the main station concourse, and open to everyone, there’s a train driving 

simulator from Dovetail Games, where people could experience driving Flying 

Scotsman out of the station, and screens to watch live footage of Flying Scotsman 

from the concourse. There’s also a souvenir stall selling Flying Scotsman goodies 

from steam whistles to scale models. 

As part of the centenary celebrations, the author Michael Morpurgo has written a 

book, Flying Scotsman and the Best Birthday Ever, that tells the story of a little 

girl called Iris who dreams of being a train driver when she grows up. The book 

has been illustrated by illustrator and author Michael Foreman. 

 

Michael Morpurgo reading to a couple of pupils from Argyle Primary School 

who were invited to see the steam loco. 

This weekend’s event coincides with the 170th anniversary of London’s King’s 

Cross Station, which first opened its doors to rail passengers on 14th October 1852. 

Sir Peter Hendy, Chair of Network Rail, Trustee of the Science Museum Group 

and Chair of the National Railway Museum Advisory Board said that “King’s 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Flying-Scotsman-Best-Birthday-Ever/dp/0500652945?hvadid=597934749256&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11924518474904388689&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9044970&hvtargid=pla-1661019037399&psc=1&th=1&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ianv-21&linkId=09832f03de6a5e9f99e83472b52694f5&language=en_GB&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/flying-scotsman-kings-cross-02.jpg
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Cross and Flying Scotsman have a glorious history, and it’s important we look 

back and celebrate that, but we’re also reaching out to the next generation, both to 

travel by train and to get inspired by engineering and technology.” 

This weekend, travellers catching trains at King’s Cross will be delighted by the 

sight of a way of travelling from a century ago, and the occasional blasts from the 

engine letting off steam. 

 

 

  

https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/flying-scotsman-kings-cross-01.jpg
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WMSR debuts Western Maryland-painted locomotive 

By Chase Gunnoe | September 14, 202, Trains magazine via Google News 

 

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad’s locomotive roster continues to diversify with 

the unveiling of a Western Maryland-painted 

GE B32-8, NIWX No. 558. The nearly 33-year-old General Electric four-axle 

Dash 8 locomotive now sports Western Maryland’s  

black-and-yellow fireball paint scheme. It arrived at the railroad earlier this year 

with former Norfolk Southern paint and Northern 

Illinois & Wisconsin Railway Corp. reporting marks. 
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That company, a locomotive leasing, finance, and equipment management firm, 

owns the locomotive and leases it to the  

Western Maryland Scenic, according to Wesley Heinz, executive director of the 

tourist railroad. Western Maryland Scenic  

handled the repaint in-house at its Ridgeley, W.Va., shops. 

The fallen flag railroad predominantly rostered EMD and Alco-built locomotives. 

Its only GE locomotives were a pair of  

1940s-built 44-tonners. 

 

Missouri tourist railroad restores former Pennsylvania E8 to classic pinstripe 

scheme. By Steve Smedley, Trains Magazine via Google News 

St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern acquired diesel in 1998 

Tourist operator St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern Railway has repainted its 

former Pennsylvania Railroad E8, No. 5898, in the classic Pennsy pinstripe livery. 

The locomotive, built by EMD in La Grange, Ill, in 1951, was purchased from the 

Reading Blue Mountain & Northern Railroad in 1998. 

Since 2020, the engine has been stripped and repainted after hours of sanding and 

body work. A template for a new Pennsy nose emblem has been made and will be 

hand-painted in the near future, and new number boards are being fabricated. It has 

been repainted using Imron paint, which is expensive but tends to hold up better 

than other paints. 

St. Louis Iron Mountain & 

Southern Railway No. 5898 and its passenger train passes a former Illinois Central 

caboose modified with a cage to aid employees while doing tree trimming. Steve 

Smedley 
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The 2,250-hp passenger locomotive has two 567C prime movers and six axles in 

an A1A-A1A configuration, with center idler axles to provide a smoother ride. It is 

not out of place in Missouri, since the PRR operated passenger trains into St. Louis 

Union Station in the pre-Amtrak era. 

The 5-mile-long tourist line, about two hours south of the St. Louis metropolitan 

area, is an all-volunteer operation operating on the Jackson branch of the original 

SLIM&R, which hauled ore from mines to the St. Louis area. Founded in 1874, it 

merged into the Missouri Pacific Railroad in 1971. 

The current tourist line began operation in 1986 and runs themed events year-

round. Engineer Jim Greathouse of Belleville, Ill., celebrated his 66th birthday 

Saturday by operating two trips with No. 5898. The first featured a James Gang 

train robbery, followed by a picnic where passengers could visit with the robbers; 

the second was a 6 p.m. Murder Mystery train. 
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The Beltline needs your articles in MS Word format, photos as JPEG image 

files, and links about trains and railroading, prototypical or scale, new or old.  Send 

them to GilBaldwin3@gmail.com 

 

mailto:GilBaldwin3@gmail.com

